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Cloud Request on Orix 

Through the VPR Office, KAUST is making available Orix, a cloud-hosted GPU cluster for a limited period, featuring 128× GPUs total (64× NVIDIA H100 and  64× NVIDIA H200 GPUs).
ORIX is available to KAUST users only, and access is granted by request and explicit approval. ORIX is preemption-first by design using SLURM scheduler.
To be eligible, usage must be for internal KAUST research projects, and users must be explicitly whitelisted. This includes KAUST faculty, students, staff, and postdoctoral researchers working on approved internal projects.
Read the documentation here: https://orix.kaust.edu.sa/

Submission 
Please send the completed proposal to projects@hpc.kaust.edu.sa 
Disclaimer and Acknowledgment
I understand and agree that access to KAUST Cloud GPU resources is granted exclusively for internal KAUST projects. I acknowledge that these resources may not be used for projects involving external collaborators, whether formal or informal, and that all work conducted using these resources must be solely within the KAUST community.
I further understand and agree that access to these resources is restricted to full-time KAUST staff, students, and postdoctoral researchers using valid KAUST credentials. I acknowledge that all users must be explicitly whitelisted prior to access, and that all access and usage will be logged, monitored, and auditable in accordance with KAUST policies.
I understand and agree that authentication to the Cloud GPU resources is performed exclusively via SSH public key–based authentication. I acknowledge that I am required to submit my SSH public key as part of this application, that password-based authentication is not permitted, and that I am solely responsible for safeguarding my private key. I further understand that any access performed using my registered SSH key will be attributed to me and treated as my own activity.

Usage Policy Acknowledgment
I understand and agree that the KAUST Cloud GPU cluster is a shared and highly valuable resource, and that its primary objective is to maximize utilization and minimize idle time. The environment is administered and set up as a SLURM setup, requiring proper familiarity with job creation and management. I acknowledge that access to GPU resources is governed by reservations and/or quotas allocated to PI-led groups, and that idle resources may only be used by submitting preemptible jobs in accordance with the documented policies.
I understand that reservations are intended to promote fairness, predictability, and appropriate matching of workloads to hardware capabilities, and that misuse or underutilization of reserved resources may result in revocation of reservations. I further acknowledge that reservations must be requested in advance through the designated process and that approval may take time.
I understand and agree that when using idle or excess resources, my jobs must be explicitly configured as preemptible, that such jobs may be interrupted at any time, and that I am responsible for handling preemption correctly (including cleanup upon receiving a warning signal).
I acknowledge that the official documentation is required reading, that I am responsible for familiarizing myself with its contents, and that I agree to follow all instructions, guidelines, and best practices described therein to ensure efficient, fair, and responsible use of the GPU cloud infrastructure.
The official documentation will be shared upon successful completion of this application.

	Project Title
	

	Principal Investigator (PI)
	

	PI Signature
	
By submitting this proposal, I approve the entire content of this document and associated supporting documents and I agree  on the Disclaimer and Usage Policy Acknowledgment listed above

	Date of Proposal
	

	Mention any funding related to the project
	



Additional KAUST Users (add more blocks as needed)
	1
	Name:
	

	
	Email:
	

	
	KAUST ID:
	

	
	KAUST username:
	

	2
	Name:
	

	
	Email:
	

	
	KAUST ID:
	

	
	KAUST username:
	



Project Description [500 words maximum]:
Please provide a short description of the project, including current state of art, research work proposed, expected deliverables, including target publication venue. Please mention potential impact, including alignments with KAUST strategic initiatives or translational opportunities.
	



Justification for Cloud Resources [500 words maximum]:
Please briefly describe the job characteristics of the runs, such as the number of GPUs per task, expected run time of the jobs and expected total GPU hours required, storage needed for training data, and storage needed for results. Explain clearly why the cloud resources are necessary and why the on-site equipment is not adequate.
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